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rebuild communities that were wiped
out by the building of dams some 70
years ago that have never been prop-
erly addressed. He has proceeded to
help the Klamath Tribes secure the
funds to improve the habitats for their
sacred c’waam and koptu fish and to
improve the whole, entire water eco-
system in the Klamath Basin for all of
the stakeholders.

When we had a big problem with sea
lions that were blocking the fish lad-
ders and blocking the mouths of
streams and tributaries, he concocted
probably more than a dozen plans to
try to find one that could move
through this legislative process and ad-
dress the challenge, and he succeeded.

He helped get funding so that we
could have more people fighting fires
on the frontlines, and he helped to get
funding so we could thin the forests
and treat the forests so that they
would be less likely to burn in the first
place.

He helped us get money for the coast-
al ports so they could be drudged and
so they would continue to operate ap-
propriately and safely for the economy
of the coastal ports.

He helped us make sure we got help
for the diverse agricultural research
stations in Oregon and for the mass
timber project that is developing whole
new categories of engineered wood
products that can build buildings that
are 14 stories high out of wood rather
than concrete and steel, utilizing our
incredible supply of amazing wood in
the Pacific Northwest. He also assisted
our universities in getting funding for
all kinds of programs.

The list is almost inexhaustible, but
I think we all understand the point. He
is incredibly talented at seeing oppor-
tunities and is incredibly persistent in
seizing those opportunities. That is
Ben’s way of getting things done. That
is why he has been so valued, and that
is why we will greatly miss him.

Ben, we wish you all the best as you
work on behalf of the Biden adminis-
tration and the larger OMB process in
coordination with the U.S. Senate.

To each of these team members, I say
that, once you are a member of Team
Merkley, you are never not a member.
You will always be part of our family.
We so much appreciate what you have
contributed to the team and what you
have contributed to building a better
world.

——————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to executive session to
consider Calendar No. 4.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The bill clerk read the nomination of
Alejandro Nicholas Mayorkas, of the
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District of Columbia, to be Secretary
of Homeland Security.
CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I send
a cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The bill clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in ac-
cordance with the provisions of rule
XXII of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, do hereby move to bring to a close
debate on the nomination of Alejandro
Nicholas Mayorkas, of the District of
Columbia, to be Secretary of Homeland
Security.

Charles E. Schumer, Gary C. Peters,
Brian Schatz, Robert Menendez, Thom-
as R. Carper, Sheldon Whitehouse, Ben-
jamin L. Cardin, Tina Smith, Sherrod
Brown, Patrick J. Leahy, Cory A.
Booker, Catherine Cortez Masto, Rich-
ard J. Durbin, Jeanne Shaheen, Dianne
Feinstein, Jack Reed, Christopher Mur-
phy, Martin Heinrich.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the mandatory quorum call
for the cloture vote be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. MERKLEY. I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Rhode Island.

CLIMATE CHANGE

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
am particularly glad to see the senior
Senator from New Mexico presiding on
what, for me, is a sentimental moment,
because he has been such a terrific
friend and colleague and advocate in
the battle of climate change.

I am here today because, at last, it is
time to say farewell to my battered
“Time to Wake Up” image board here
and to a run of more than 275 weekly
climate speeches. It has been one of the
Senate’s longer runs, I believe, but I
think it is time to say farewell.

This long run began in the dark days
of 2012, after Speaker PELOSI had
passed a serious climate bill and the
Senate had refused to take up any-
thing, not even a blank bill to go to
conference with and see what could be
done in conference. As some of us re-
member all too well, when Speaker
PELOSI passed that bill in 2009 over on
the House side, we had here in the Sen-
ate a filibuster-proof Democratic ma-
jority. This was climate change, and
we just walked away. I was told then
that it was because the Obama White
House told Leader Reid to pull the
plug, that after the ObamaCare wars,
the White House was tired of conflict
and didn’t want another big battle. It
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was not going to take on any fights it
wasn’t sure it could win.

Think about that. Think of history’s
great battles and contests, legislative
or otherwise, and consider in how
many of those battles either side was
sure it would win. If you limit yourself
to battles you are sure you can win,
you are pretty much sure to miss the
most important battles, and we lost
this one for that most lamentable of
reasons—the failure to try. The fossil
fuel industry, sure enough, knew it won
this one once it saw the Obama admin-
istration walk off the field, abandoning
Speaker PELOSI’s hard-fought victory.

Then years went by in which you
could scarcely get a Democratic ad-
ministration to put the words ‘‘cli-
mate” and ‘‘change’” into the same
paragraph in which we fussed, idioti-
cally, about whether to call it ‘‘climate
change” or ‘‘global warming’’; in which
the bully pulpit—the great Presidential
megaphone in the hands of one of our
most articulate Presidents—stood
mute. We quavered about polling show-
ing climate as issue 8 or issue 10, ignor-
ing that we had a say in that outcome.
When we wouldn’t even use the phrase,
let alone make the case, no wonder the
public didn’t see climate change as a
priority.

Those were, for me, dark, desolate
days, so I made a commitment to speak
about climate change every single
week we were in session—no matter
what. The kitchen was dark; the oven
was cold, but maybe, somehow, one lit-
tle pilot light’s clicking on every week
would help.

Six years after the Waxman-Markey
climate bill passed the House, the
Obama EPA finalized its marquee cli-
mate regulation, which was quickly
killed dead in the starting block by the
five Republicans on the Supreme
Court.

The Clean Power Plan never even
went into effect. It had no regulatory
core or backstop that was indisputably
within EPA’s authority. So when the
Clean Power Plan’s novelties got
smacked down, nothing was left.

John Kerry, bless him, led us into the
Paris Agreement, but it wasn’t signed
until the last year of 8 years of that ad-
ministration. It being so late, the fossil
fuel interests behind Trump hauled us
right back out of it.

So there we were, after 8 years in
which Democrats sometimes controlled
both Houses of Congress as well as the
White House, and we had, at the end of
the day, no law, no regulations, no
treaty.

I am hanging up the ‘“Time to Wake
Up”’ poster after more than 275 of these
speeches because I am going to trust
that we bring more spirit and deter-
mination to the climate crisis this
time, as President Biden has promised
that we will.

His opening Executive orders are a
fine start. I appreciate particularly the
restoration of the social cost of carbon,
but perhaps the most important signal
is not any specific policy but the
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